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Be careful what you wish for...Once upon a time there was a fairy godmother named Desiderata

who had a good heart, a wise head, and poor planning skillsâ€”which unforunately left the Princess

Emberella in the care of her other (not quite so good and wise) godmother when DEATH came for

Desiderata. So now it's up to Magrat Garlick, Granny Weatherwax, and Nanny Ogg to hop on

broomsticks and make for far-distant Genua to ensure the servant girl doesn't marry the Prince.But

the road to Genua is bumpy, and along the way the trio of witches encounters the occasional

vampire, werewolf, and falling house (well this is a fairy tale, after all). The trouble really begins once

these reluctant foster-godmothers arrive in Genua and must outwit their power-hungry counterpart

who'll stop at nothing to achieve a proper "happy ending"â€”even if it means destroying a kingdom.
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You know the story. The poor servant girl who gets to wear glass slippers and go to the ball marries

the prince and lives happily ever after. That was before Terry Pratchett got ahold of the tale and put

a few twists in it. Magrat Garlick, youngest member of a coven of witches, has just become a fairy

godmother-wand and all. Though the wand seems to be hopelessly set on pumpkins for some

reason. And she's got an assignment: to travel to the far away magical city of Genua and stop



Emberella from going to the ball. Joining her on this quest is the earthy and often double entendre

Nanny Ogg and the ever popular Granny Weatherwax.Don't expect any kind of typical adventure

tale here. Any one who has read Terry Pratchett knows that it won't be long until these three wyrd

sisters traversing in "foreign parts" turn every familiar story topsy turvy in a combination of hysterical

footnotes, hilarious reactions (check out how the witches deal with the running of the bulls) and

sometimes downright poignant observations on humanity. Terry's humor is never devoid of the heart

that keeps his work from becoming merely clever and slapstick. Instead, this book reads as an

insightful look at human nature and the nature of stories, and how the two are intertwined.This is

Terry Pratchett's 12th Discworld novel and American fans who have been trying to get ahold of

Pratchett's earlier work will be delighted to add this book to their collection. For new readers, (I'm a

little envious of anyone discovering Pratchett for the first time) your journey into the wonderful,

hysterical, whimsical and insightful Discworld novels has only just begun. There are more than

twenty six tales of the Discworld to explore.
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